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A groundbreaking study of one of the most crucial yet least understood issues of the twenty-first

century: the governance of the Internet and its content The Internet has transformed the manner in

which information is exchanged and business is conducted, arguably more than any other

communication development in the past century. Despite its wide reach and powerful global

influence, it is a medium uncontrolled by any one centralized system, organization, or governing

body, a reality that has given rise to all manner of free-speech issues and cybersecurity concerns.

The conflicts surrounding Internet governance are the new spaces where political and economic

power is unfolding in the twenty-first century. Â  This all-important study by Laura DeNardis reveals

the inner power structure already in place within the architectures and institutions of Internet

governance. It provides a theoretical framework for Internet governance that takes into account the

privatization of global power as well as the role of sovereign nations and international treaties. In

addition, DeNardis explores what is at stake in open global controversies and stresses the

responsibility of the public to actively engage in these debates, because Internet governance will

ultimately determine Internet freedom.
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Book Review: Laura DeNardis (2014). The Global War for Internet Governance. New Haven, CT

and London : Yale University Press.By Francesca MusianiThe final draft of Laura DeNardisâ€™s

most recent book, officially released on January 1st, 2014, had most likely been finalized before



Edward Snowdenâ€™s recent revelations about the pervasive surveillance implemented by the U.

S. National Security Agency entered the media spotlight, which explains the absence of direct

references to the controversy throughout the 300-page volume. Yet, because of the Snowden

revelations and a number of other issues addressed thoroughly in this extremely important book -

from WikiLeaks to the SOPA and PIPA bill projects - the exploration of Internet governance (IG)

issues through a â€œglobal warâ€• lens has never been more relevant than it is today. Information

and communication technologies, the Internet first and foremost, are increasingly mobilized to serve

broader economic, political and military aims, ranging from the theft of strategic data to the hijacking

of industrial systems. The rise of techniques, devices and infrastructures destined to digital

espionage, data collection and aggregation, tracking and surveillance is highlighted not only by the

recent Snowden revelations, but also by the construction and the organization of a dedicated,

increasingly widespread and lucrative market.As an interdisciplinary scholar of Internet governance

grounded in Science and Technology Studies (STS) myself, I had been very much looking forward

to the release of this book, which will undoubtedly prove to be a central reference for Internet

governance as an emerging field of study in the coming years.
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